October 27, 2011
Dear Teachers:  

Thank you for helping your students prepare for this year’s Middle School Poetry Recitation Competition.  There are several important things to be aware of as you prepare.  

· Participation must be open to all middle school students and not limited to one group, such as AG, or to one class.

· Students are to select a piece of classic or famous poetry.  The Poetry Out Loud website (www.poetryoutloud.org) is a good source.  Another is a book entitled The Classic Hundred by William Harmon or One Hundred and one Famous Poems by McGraw Hill.  All schools have been given the books 101 Great American Poems, and Great Short Poems.  I assume these were placed in the school libraries. 

· All poems should take 2-1/2 to 3 minutes to recite and there are penalties for too long or too short of a poem.  A good rule of thumb is to pick a piece with about 2000 characters (not including spaces).  

· We prefer a student choose a single selection, but they may choose two shorter poems or a portion of a longer poem. 

· If a longer piece needs to be shortened to meet the time limit the piece may be shortened only in one place in the poem. 

· We will continue judging the degree of difficulty (DD) of a piece.  This will be calculated before the competition, based on a formula. The maximum DD is 15.

· Each school is to select four competitors and one alternate.  This selection is to be decided by the January 6, 2012 application deadline. 

· In the past, the strongest competitors have come from schools hosting in-school competitions with instructors who help students prepare. 

· Final competition will be held at the Education Center on Feb 25, 2012; registration starts at 9:00am; competition begins at 9:30am
· The prizes are generous:  1st-150, 2nd-$140, 3rd-$130, 4th-$120, 5th-$110, 6th-$100, 7th-$90, 8th-$80, 9th-$70, 10th-$60, 11th-$50.  

Thank you for your work and encouragement with this event.  Your students should be rewarded by the experience.  

Thank you,

Lee Carol Giduz

Executive Director
